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A Discussion with Peace Activist Jake Olzen

Lindsay Blauvelt

In a period of three weeks he had obtained a visa, bought a plane ticket and at only 26 years old, 
wrote his last will and testament.

On September 21st Jake Olzen, a graduate student at Loyola’s Institute of Pastoral Studies came 
to speak with students about his travels to war-torn Afghanistan. His message? Young 
peacekeepers unite!

Arriving in Afghanistan
Voices For Creative Nonviolence, an organization that promotes nonviolent resistance to U.S. 
involvement and perpetuation of war, has led four delegations to Afghanistan in the past several 
years. A country where almost a half of the population     is under 15 years old and has been in a 
state of unrest for over 30 years.

Upon entering the country, Olzen was nervous; he knew what dangers were facing him. “I asked 
myself, ‘what do I believe in? What will I give for it?’ I was at a place where I was ready to do 
that,” said Olzen.

Afghan citizens were suspicious of him and had a right to be, for he was probably one of very 
few westerners walking around without any form of bodyguard or protection.
Olzen and his fellow travelers are pacifists, and even signed a statement of non-military 
intervention. A request that should they be taken hostage, the United States military would not 
attempt to save them as violence was counterproductive to their mission.

The Mission
Olzen was asked to accompany VCNV to meet with the Afghan Youth Peace Volunteers. The 
group is a collection of Afghani college students and young people united in the goal and belief 
that their country can be a peaceful nation. Olzen and his group participated in discussions on 
what actions must be taken in order to end suffering in the region.

http://vcnv.org/
http://invisibleconflictsloyola.wordpress.com/wp-admin/ourjourneytosmile.org/blog/about
http://www.prb.org/DataFinder/Geography/Data.aspx?loc=377


The main focuses of the groups are security, obtained through negotiations and stability, through 
the rehabilitation of the country’s social institutions.

Members of the youth volunteers look to diplomacy as the answer. Olzen recounted his 
experience with a 16-year-old boy, Ali, who said that opening up negotiations with the Taliban is 
the only way to end the violence.

It’s no secret that many who have been subject to the extreme violence of the Taliban regime find 
it hard to consider ‘talking it out’, yet this group, representing the next generation of 
Afghanistan, believes that it is truly the only way to bring about stability and peace.

It’s no surprise that Olzen feels the United States must claim some responsibility in the 
rehabilitation that is desperately needed in Afghanistan. He cites the lack of infrastructure (ie.  
health care) as a major cause for concern. “Seventy percent of Afghanis think poverty and lack of 
jobs is creating the problem,” Olzen said.

What can we do?
October will mark the tenth anniversary of the U.S. invasion of Afghanistan. Join more 
concerned citizens on Oct. 8 to march on President Obama’s Chicago campaign headquarters. 
Find more info on this event at www.ChicagoMassAction.org

http://www.chicagomassaction.org/

