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"Invisible Conflicts, une organisation des étudiants, a organisé la Semaine Congolaise à Loyola
University à Chicago. Au cours de celle-ci, les conférences et les échanges ont non seulement
jeté la lumière sur le drame congolais trop longtemps ignoré mais surtout ils ont jeté de ponts
d’amitié entre les participants appartenant à des communautés d’origine aux intérets
divergeants. Les consumérisme du premier monde est essentiellement à la base de
l’appauvrissement croissant du Tiers-Monde. Et le Congo est un example patent de ce
néo-libéralisme porteur de mort. Que faire? Avec une joyeuse espérance, les auteurs
constatent que les participants étaient déjà à l’oeuvre au cours de cette semaine: ils brisaient le
silence, reliaient les cultures et mobilisaient les étudiants pour plus d’activisme social etc… Ils
étaient bien les acteurs du changement pour un monde meilleur non seulement pour eux mais
aussi pour les générations futures."

  

  

Invisible Conflicts hosted Congo Week at Loyola University Chicago from October 17-23. The
week contained several events which shined light on different aspects of the conflict in the
D.R.C.  We successfully raised awareness on different issues concerning the conflict to
hundreds of students and community members.  More importantly, we interacted with the
Congolese Community of Chicago to form friendships and create a community.  The
combination of student and Congolese community interaction created a variety of perspectives,
questions, and values to emerge.  By the end of the week the relationships formed and
strengthened proved to be a vital way to mobilize change.

  

The week’s first event was a talk by Professor Endless of the political science department, titled
“Why you should care about what’s happening in the DRC!” For many people it was the first
time they heard about what was going on the in the DRC-the resource conflicts, large scale
rapes and now alleged genocide.  The lectured shined a light on the apathy and ignorance
about not only the conflict, but the Congo itself.  It’s hard to know at times whether or not the US
chooses to be ignorant, because the media’s portrayal of conflicts in Africa is so skewed.  We
are lucky at Loyola and in Invisible Conflicts, to have so many friends and colleagues in the
Congolese Community of Chicago who have taught us so much and been so patient in this
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learning process with us. For people who already know and have so much more to learn, and
for people who are taking their first step of knowledge, events like Congo Week are a really
valuable tool of awareness that we cannot underestimate.

  

One of the most incredible events of the week was a lecture by Alain Deneault.  His book, Noir
Canada, focuses on the mining companies who have found a haven in Canada and protection
from the Canadian government.  These companies are working all over the world and ruining
the lives of citizens in the DRC and other places in Africa in pursuit of profit.  My favorite part of
this talk was the connection made between Mr. Deneault and the audience.  After his incredibly
informative talk, where many of our perceptions about Canada and multinationals were
changed, the attendees stayed for at least an hour.  There was so much hope in the room,
listening to snippets of conversation about what we could do, about the information we could
share, and grateful words for Mr. Deneault for coming to speak with us.

  

Some of the most important dialogues in the struggle to bring awareness and find a positive
resolution in the DRC happen between activists themselves. An intimate conversation on
Tuesday evening with Mama Sophia, a community activist and former graduate of Loyola,
sparked a lot of dialogue and challenged many perspectives in the room. Mama Sophia has
traveled from her home country of Nigeria all across Africa to collect the stories of women, and
understand their life experiences through conflict, war and struggle.

  

All too often, voices from African countries are absent from the dialogue about finding solutions
to problems in African countries.  For those of us who were not born in, and have never lived in
an African country for more than a few months, the beginning of this understanding is difficult. 
Hearing critiques and new possibilities that you had not thought of, and could not have
imagined, can be difficult. It can make you feel defensive, inadequate and doubtful.

  

Like medicine, though the taste of reality is sometimes bitter at first, we have faith that it will
make us stronger and better able to win the struggle together.  Working on a conflict across the
ocean means that opportunities to dialogue with people like Mama Sophia, who have so much
on the ground experience, are few and far between.

  

The vigil on Sunday created the true interpersonal connections we hoped to achieve by holding
Congo Week.  During the vigil both Congolese community members and Loyola students stood
in a circle together and spread around a light of hope.  Poems were shared, songs were sung
and prayers were said and in the end unity remained.  After the vigil, students and community
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members interspersed themselves among the tables to break bread together.   Sharing a meal
together was a symbol for commonality between the Loyola and Congolese community. 
Dialogue was held and stories were told and students came to the realization that maybe our
greatest power is in the interpersonal relationships we can form.  We realize that the
consumerism we depend on and governments we vote for continue to foster the conflict in the
DRC but the power of friendship overcomes the hatred and greed of the society we were born
in.  Sometimes it’s easy to question who am I to be a voice to the voiceless but creating a
personal connection poses the question who am I not to?

  

Here’s an excerpt of a passage read at the vigil: As we talk and learn about this conflict this
week it’s hard for me not to be mad.  I’ve become mad at my ancestors, the media, the
colonialists, the multinationals and my government.  I’m even mad at myself for consuming the
blood minerals I’m dependent on in this society.  How many people have to die before we speak
up- 1, 100, 1000, 1 million? Are 6 million human lives, 6 million daughters, fathers, mothers and
friends still not enough? Why did millions of people have to die before voices started to rise? 
Why is this conflict still invisible?  I feel as though even though I was fortunate to be born in the
free nation of the world I’m still bound by the chains of those who suffer.

  

This week Mama Sophia looked us in the eyes and said, “Women and young people will change
the world—they’re the only ones who can.”  When I heard this I felt empowered but completely
overwhelmed all at the same time.  Change the world? How do we even begin to reverse the
atrocities that we’ve inherited?  How could we ever end the West’s insatiable appetite for
wealth?

  

Then I realized the common answer we’ve received from all of the speakers we’ve had this
week when continually ask the question so what can we do?  And I’ve realized that we’re doing
it now.  We’re raising awareness to the next generation, we’re connecting cultures, we’re
mobilizing student activism and we’re writing to our senators.  We are obviously not alone in
breaking the silence and when I realize this sense of solidarity my feelings of madness are
replaced with a glimmer of hope.

  

Invisible Conflicts feels honored to be given the responsibility of speaking out as a voice for the
D.R.C.  The Congolese Community of Chicago who are not only experts on the issue but have
personal and emotional ties to the suffering in the D.R.C. placed a level of trust in our
organization to present the issue in a fair and honest manner.  In conclusion, we feel extremely
grateful for their attendance, honest input, participation, and willingness to form dialogue and
relationships with us.

 3 / 3


